
A Concise Plan for 
Repurposing 4 

Former Highway 
and RR Bridges 

Across the CT River



https://Tinyurl.Com/4-bridges

Into a 3-State 
Walking-

Biking Trail.



WHO AM I?   HERE’S A LINK TO A SHORT 2-PAGE BIO

• The Annoying Rain Man of Rail Trails

• And Like Forrest Gump,  I am a Witness to Iconic 
Events.  

• My Iconic Events Were in the Realm of Rail Trails.  
And all I do is get places to “YES.”  

• www.tinyurl.com/CDP2pagebio                                      
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ALL NEW FANGLED IDEAS WILL PASS 
THROUGH THREE STAGES OF TRUTH



YOU ARE NOT INVENTING THE WHEEL HERE.

• Here’s a story from 15 years 
ago. 

• What we are talking about 
today is happening everywhere.

https://tinyurl.com/Ped-Bridges
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A Concise Plan

VT needs to build more Rail-w-Trail projects and to do this, they’ll need to develop 
contemporary Recreational Use Statutes, like nearby states of Maine, Mass and 
New Hampshire have already done.  

https://www.norevisionisthistory.org/rails-w-trails
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A Concise Plan

Develop a way for the bridges in NH and VT to be owned by the state 
of Vermont to take the burden off the state of New Hampshire.

?? Let the lawyers work on this



A Concise Plan



A Concise Plan

Develop an organization that would take-in representatives from all 
parties.  Each town, each Regional Planning Agency, pertinent state 

agencies, and local  NGOs. Not only the environmental themed 
entities, but take-in organizations like Chambers of Commerce and 
tourism agencies in these locales. Give a welcome too to the Rotary 
Clubs and other civic orgs.  All should be welcomed and brought on.



A Concise Plan

Over the course of the winter and then plan on meeting quarterly with 
updates from the lead NGO affiliated with the Tri-State initiative. Have 
a guest speaker for every meeting who is familiar with building a trail 
in areas where cross-state initiatives don't happen naturally or easy. 

 Yes, there are people who specialize in those things.
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A Concise Plan

"Pick a name" for a not-for-profit organization to be stood-up that will 
represent the Tri State initiative. 

Develop or stand-up, a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit org to be the  umbrella 
for the needed fundraising (and friend-raising) for the initiative.



A Concise Plan



A Concise Plan

Hire a consultant to do a report about what it will be worth if  a Tri-
State Trail Initiative were to get finished.

There are only a small handful of consultants that do these type of 
reports that are highly respected. This is the most important task 
actually. And privately fund this project. 

Hire this consultant as soon as the large, muti-town, multi-state, 
organization is created.



THE THREE MOST RESPECTED REPORTS ON THE 
ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF A LONG-DISTANCE 

LINEAR PARK-TYPE PROJECT

Economic Impact of the Erie Canal
https://tinyurl.com/PTNYReport

Economic Impact Analysis of the New 
Haven & Northampton Canal Greenway.  
November 2025 (coming soon)

Envisioning a Statewide Connection: 
Mass Central Rail Trail Benefits Study. 
https://tinyurl.com/MCRT-Report 
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